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for Home Worship

PALM SUNDAY.

Hymn:	All glory, laud and honour.

	All glory, laud and honour to thee, Redeemer King,
	To whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring.

1. Thou art the King of Israel, thou David’s royal Son,
Who in the Lord’s name comest, the King and blessed one.  All..

2. The company of angels are praising thee on high,
And mortals, joined with all things created make reply.  All…

3. The people of the Hebrews with palms before thee went:
Our praise and prayer and anthems before thee we present.  All…

4. To thee before thy passion they sang their hymns of praise:
To thee now high exalted our melody we raise.  All…

5. Thou didst accept their praises, accept the prayers we bring.
Who in all good delightest, thou good and gracious King.  All…


In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Grace and peace be with you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Today we stand at the beginning of Holy Week. This year as we celebrate the entry of Jesus into Jerusalem the shadow of the Cross lies upon us all is it hung over Jesus. The dark shadow of war in Europe and in the Holy Land continues. Economic hardship and uncertainty casts a shadow over the lives of many in our own country. Our hearts and prayers go out to all those se who have been injured or who have been forced to leave their homes because of war in search of safety and refuge in other countries and with those for whom life is a daily struggle.  Today we walk with Jesus into Jerusalem on the way to the cross.

Heavenly Father, all hearts are open to you. No secrets are hidden from you. Purify us with the fire of your Holy Spirit that we may love and worship you faithfully, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

As we come into the presence of our heavenly Father let us seek his forgiveness of our sins that we may know his peace is our hearts.

Lord Jesus, you were sent to heal the contrite.  Lord, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you came to call sinners. Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you plead for us at the right hand of the Father. Lord, have mercy.

May almighty God have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins and bring us to everlasting life. Amen.

The Liturgy of the Passion.

Collect: Almighty and everlasting God, who in your tender love towards the human race sent your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ to take upon him our flesh and to suffer death upon the cross: grant that we may follow the example of his patience and humility, and also be made partakers of his resurrection; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.                                          50. 4-9a
The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens - wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught. The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backwards. I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. The Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. It is the Lord GOD who helps me; who will declare me guilty?
This is the Word of the Lord.                                                            Thanks be to God.
Psalm 31 (9-16)   Response: I trust in you, O Lord, for you are my God.

Be gracious to me, O Lord, for I am in distress;
My eye washes away my grief.
My soul and body also. 
For my life is spent with sorrow, and my years with sighing.
My strength fails because of my misery, and my bones waste away.    (R)
I am the scorn of my adversaries,
A horror to my neighbours,
An object of dread to my acquaintances;
Those who see me in the street flee from me.         (R)

I have passed out of mind like one who is dead;
I have become like a broken vessel.
For I hear the whispering of many – terror all around!
As they scheme together against me,
As the plot to take my life.           (R)

But I trust in you, O Lord; I say, “You are my God.”
My times are in your hand; 
deliver me from the hand of my enemies and persecutors.
Let your face shine upon your servant;
Save me in your steadfast love.             (R)



A reading from the letter of Paul to the Philippians.                                2. 5-11
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death - even death on a cross.   Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
This is the Word of the Lord.                                                         Thanks be to God.


The Passion Gospel is read without responses.
THE PASSION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST ACCORING TO SAINT MARK

Mark 15. 1-39, [40-47]
As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and scribes and the whole council. They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate. Pilate asked him, ‘Are you the King of the Jews?’ He answered him, ‘You say so.’ Then the chief priests accused him of many things. Pilate asked him again, ‘Have you no answer? See how many charges they bring against you.’ But Jesus made no further reply, so that Pilate was amazed.  Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for whom they asked. Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with the rebels who had committed murder during the insurrection. So the crowd came and began to ask Pilate to do for them according to his custom. Then he answered them, ‘Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?’ For he realized that it was out of jealousy that the chief priests had handed him over. But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him release Barabbas for them instead. Pilate spoke to them again, ‘Then what do you wish me to do with the man you call the King of the Jews?’ They shouted back, ‘Crucify him!’ Pilate asked them, ‘Why, what evil has he done?’ But they shouted all the more, ‘Crucify him!’ So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified. Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that is, the governor’s headquarters); and they called together the whole cohort. And they clothed him in a purple cloak; and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on him. And they began saluting him, ‘Hail, King of the Jews!’ They struck his head with a reed, spat upon him, and knelt down in homage to him. After mocking him, they stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him.  They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to carry his cross; it was Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus. Then they brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which means the place of a skull). And they offered him wine mixed with myrrh; but he did not take it. And they crucified him, and divided his clothes among them, casting lots to decide what each should take. It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. The inscription of the charge against him read, ‘The King of the Jews.’ And with him they crucified two bandits, one on his right and one on his left. Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads and saying, ‘Aha! You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself, and come down from the cross!’ In the same way the chief priests, along with the scribes, were also mocking him among themselves and saying, ‘He saved others; he cannot save himself. Let the Messiah, the King of Israel, come down from the cross now, so that we may see and believe.’ Those who were crucified with him also taunted him.  When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. At three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, ‘Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?’ which means, ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’ When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, ‘Listen, he is calling for Elijah.’ And someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink, saying, ‘Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down.’ Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. Now when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his last, he said, ‘Truly this man was God’s Son!’



Meditation: 
Jesus enters Jerusalem in triumph. The crowds are cheering and waving palms but already the storm clouds are gathering. Matthew tells us that those cheering were those who had travelled with Jesus, those who had witnessed his signs. The people of Jerusalem, on the other hand, were in turmoil. “Who is this?” they asked. Jesus was not universally welcomed into the holy city. The Pharisees, Sadducees and scribes were already looking for ways to rid themselves of him. It would not be long before the cheers would turn to jeers and calls for his death. As we walk with Jesus through the last week of his life on earth we share his passion. We share the pain of the man who came to share our lives, the man who knows us all so intimately who understands our hopes, our fears, our joys and our anxieties. We do so at a time when humanity is again nailing Jesus to the cross as the brutality and barbarity of war rages  in Europe and the Middle East. On the cross Jesus is sharing the suffering of all those affected by war, those injured, those bereaved, those separated from their families and those forced to flee their homes in search of a safe refuge. In the midst of our present trials as we look up at the cross we hear the quiet voice of the Saviour whispering, “Father, forgive them,” Jesus, as he hangs on the cross is praying for us and for all his people. This is the wonderful news of Holy Week, news which gives us a sure and certain hope that a new, better, more peaceful day will eventually dawn for us and for the world. The promise of the cross is that wherever we find ourselves, whatever dangers we find ourselves facing Jesus is with us praying for us. As we walk through Holy Week it is wonderful to remember that we do not pray alone. We pray as members of the Body of Christ, the family of God. As the Body of Christ, the communion of Saints, we pray with Christ our Head as he prays from the cross. As we walk with Jesus this Holy Week we remember all who are in any kind of need among them those living with the horror of war and those for whom life is a daily struggle. We carry each other in prayer as Simon carried the cross for Jesus. His last week in Jerusalem was not easy for Jesus, it will not be easy for many both at home and around the world again this year but supporting one another in prayer and walking with Jesus at our head we will emerge with him from the present darkness into the light of the promised new life of Easter. Amen.




Intercessions:

In the power of the Holy Spirit and in union with Christ let us bring our prayers for the Church and for the world to our heavenly Father.

We pray for the Church throughout the world, for the leaders of the Church among them Mary our Bishop. We pray for the clergy and people of our diocese and for our own ministry area; that walking with Jesus we may remain resolute in our faith at this time and generous in our love of neighbour.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for the people of the world, for the victims of violence and oppression, for all suffering the effects of natural disaster and for those suffering from famine or drought. We pray especially at this time for the people of Ukraine, the Middle East and the Gulf. As the crucified Christ shares the suffering of the world may his resurrection bring peace and justice for all.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for our own community, for our families, friends and neighbours. We give thanks for all who serve the needs of the vulnerable; as we walk with Jesus in his passion may we walk with our neighbours, supporting one another and reaching out to those in need. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for all who are in need, for those who are sick, for those who are bereaved, for the lonely and isolated and for all in any kind of need. We hold in our hearts before God those known to us who are in need at this time and all whose names are recorded in our intercession books; relieve them according to their need, strengthen them with your Holy Spirit and console them with the love of Christ.
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for all who have died. We remember before God our own departed loved ones and we pray for the recently departed and those whose anniversary of death falls at this time; may they rest in the peace and joy of heaven in the company of all the saints..
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.





We bring all our prayers to our heavenly Father as we pray together:
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name,
thy Kingdom come, 
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the Kingdom,
The power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.


The Peace:
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.”
The peace of the Lord be with you and with all those whom you love.
And also with you.


Let us pray:
Lord Jesus Christ, you humbled yourself in taking the form of a servant, and in obedience died on the cross for our salvation: give us the mind to follow you and to proclaim you as Lord and King, to the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Blessing:
The Lord be with you.     And also with you.

Christ crucified draw you to himself, the sure ground of faith, the firm support for hope and the assurance of sins forgiven and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be among you and remain with you always. Amen.


Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen.



Hymn:	Ride on, ride on in majesty.

1. Ride on, ride on in majesty!
Hark all the tribes hosanna cry;
Thy humble beast pursues his road
With palms and scattered garments strowed.

2. Ride on, ride on in majesty!
In lowly pomp ride on to die;
O Christ, thy triumphs all begin
O’er captive death and conquered sin.

3. Ride on, ride on in majesty!
The winged squadrons of the sky
Look down with sad and wond’ring eyes
To see the approaching sacrifice.

4. Ride on, ride on in majesty!
Thy last and fiercest strife is nigh;
The Father, on his sapphire throne,
Awaits his own anointed Son.


5. Ride on, ride on in majesty!
In lowly pomp ride on to die;
Bow thy meek head to mortal pain,
Then take, O God, thy power and reign.
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